Although historians have thoroughly researched the ideological, political, and educational aspects of this rehabilitation and have stressed the major role of the encounter between she'erit hapletah and the Yishuv (the Jewish community in Mandatory Palestine) and the State of Israel, the aspects of health care in this rehabilitation have been totally neglected.
Where the issue of the new immigrants' health has been broadly explored, however, is in the context of the selective immigration policy in the early 1950s as a response to the waves of mass immigration into Israel. In this context the focus of historical research mainly centered on the standpoint of the absorbing establishment and its attitude toward the Jewish immigrants coming from North Africa and Asia.48
To a certain extent, historians have neglected the health care of Holocaust survivors as a group, and certainly have not investigated medical issues pertaining to them as immigrants before they came to Eretz Israel. Dr. Mark Dworzecki, a physician and himself a Holocaust survivor, wrote a few articles on the health of "survivors from Holocaust countries," according to his definition. He played an active role in international medical conferences during the 1950s, and naturally he focused on the health condition of the individual survivor.49
The situation in Austria was unique. Whereas most of the Jewish survivors and refugees were concentrated in postwar Germany, Austria served as a transit country for Jews belonging to various groups. These divided into former concentration camp inmates who were returning to their countries of origin, mainly Hungary and Rumania; Polish and Lithuanian Jews who were smuggled across European borders in their efforts to leave the Continent and draw nearer to Eretz Israel; Rumanian Jewish refugees fleeing from severe famine and harsh living conditions; and lastly, Jews from Czechoslovakia and Hungary seeking 
